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Développement Durable 

 

Western Indian Ocean Coastal Challenge : l’océan est 
notre économie  

13-November-2015  

La première rencontre du comité de pilotage de WIO-CC (Western Indian 
Ocean Coastal Challenge) a eu lieu, mercredi dernier, au Centre des 
Conférences Internationales de Victoria à Mahé. Ce fût l’occasion de faire 

un point sur le chemin parcouru et de déterminer un plan d’action pour 

2016-2017. 

La République des Seychelles est le chef de file du projet WIO-CC. C’est 
un partenariat des îles de l’ouest de l’océan Indien et des pays côtiers. Les 

pays membres sont les Comores, la Réunion, le Kenya, Madagascar, l'Ile 
Maurice, le Mozambique, les Seychelles, la Tanzanie et Zanzibar. 

Construire ensemble une vision du WIO-CC, à partir de la convention de 
Nairobi, est un des axes majeurs du projet. Le challenge est de se réunir 

pour construire et agir ensemble pour la protection climatique, développer 
une stratégie et enfin, de trouver un équilibre entre l’économie, 

l’exploitation des ressources côtières et la conservation durable de la 

biodiversité.  

« Le premier lancement de WIO-CC a eu lieu à Samoa en 2014. 
Aujourd’hui, nous sommes réunis pour proposer un plan pour 2016-2017 

pour les Seychelles. Grâce au financement européen, nous pouvons avoir 
des projets dans nos îles et nos régions. Nous travaillons pour la future 

gouvernance de WIO-CC. Le but est de mettre, aussi, en place, son 
système financier. Un système durable, afin d’être sûr de mener à bien 

notre projet. Nous devons avoir une feuille de route avec un plan d’action 
déterminé avec des objectifs et des buts à atteindre. Le changement 

climatique, c’est avant tout promouvoir des actions dans le cadre du 

développement. C'est-à-dire, développement de la sécurité sociale, 
développement durable, développement de la biodiversité et surtout 

mettre des compétences au service d’une structure avec une stratégie 
clairement identifiée », a partagé le secrétaire général du département 

changement climatique et énergie, Wills Agricole. 
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En corroborant ces propos, Mme Gina Bonne, de la Commission de l’Ocean 
Indien (COI) a ajouté : « Ce rendez-vous est une occasion pour 

renouveler les commissions et travailler ensemble pour une vision 
commune de l’océan Indien. Nous devons combiner nos efforts et nos 

ressources pour atteindre nos objectifs. Merci d’avoir la passion de 
travailler ensemble et de faire du « sur-mesure » et de définir une 

réponse qui correspond à notre besoin. Ce qui est essentiel pour nous 
tous, est que l’océan est notre économie ». 

« Quand vous vivez dans une île, le changement climatique est une réalité 
à laquelle vous êtes confrontés chaque jour », selon les propos du 

Président James Michel. D’après lui, cela passe par la protection des 
écosystèmes. En cela, cette rencontre est importante, car la plateforme 

WIO-CC met en jeu la sécurité alimentaire et humaine des pays membres. 
Les scientifiques ne cessent d’alerter à ce sujet. C’est un défi qui mérite 

l’attention nécessaire. L’homme détruit les ressources et cela a un impact 
sur l’environnement, en particulier sur les coraux. Leur blanchissement est 

source de préoccupation dans la zone océan Indien », a dit M. Agricole. 

« WIO-CC regroupe plus de 30 millions de personnes, à l’heure actuelle un 

changement de comportement s’impose. Le développement durable, c’est 
aussi éliminer la pauvreté. Nous devons croire à l’importance de l’océan et 

des espaces marins, c'est-à-dire à l’économie bleue. Nous devons l’utiliser 
à bon escient avec une bonne planification. Aux Seychelles, nous vivons 

de la pêche et du tourisme. Que nos générations futures puissent vivre 
aussi dans un environnement aussi beau et spectaculaire qu’aujourd’hui. 

Nous devons mieux protéger la biodiversité et œuvrer pour le 
développement durable. Continuons d’engager les politiques de chaque 

pays dans ce challenge. Je remercie la COI, l’EU, UNDP, GLISPA et Marine 
Planning Special Initiative pour la réalisation et la participation à cet 

atelier » a-t-il conclu. 

http://www.nation.sc/article.html?id=247462 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nation.sc/article.html?id=247462
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Climate Change: Inaction not an option 

Youth forum builds the momentum for COP21. 

by AB 

“With COP21 a month away climate change has made it to the top of 

national and international agenda and Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS) are the most at risk. But more than that, it is the youth of SIDS 

who have the most to lose,” said Angelique Pouponneau, co-founder of 
SIDS Youth AIMS Hub Seychelles and inceptor of the youth forum on 

climate change which took place last Saturday October at the STC 
conference centre. 

A great number of youth attended this half-day session which featured 

presentations from various experts across the country and a high-level 
exchange between the youth and the Minister for Environment, Energy 

and Climate Change, Didier Dogley, the Minister for Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Wallace Cosgrow, the Minister for Finance, Trade and the Blue 

Economy, Jean-Paul Adam as well as Global Climate Change Ambassador, 
Ronny Jumeau. 

“If you save islands, you save everybody else,” Ambassador Jumeau said, 

appealing to the youth to be "eco-warriors" for Seychelles. He said he 

believed “the youth has more power than they think” and that this needed 
to be used by creating opportunities such as the forum itself. 

During the high-level exchange, the youth expressed concerns with 

regards to the impact of the current shift to fertilization and bio-pesticides 
on the soil and consequently, the environment. Other areas of concerns 

were the possibility of venturing into other sources of energy, for example 
hydro-power as the youth did not appear too keen about the current wind 

farms in place. At this point, the panel made various interventions on 
technical issues such as the blue economy strategy, renewable energy 

progressions of the country and the mitigation and adaptation steps to 
climate change. 

Notably, the creative and passionate young minds present at the forum 

suggested concrete actions for consideration; young Alvania Lawen 
proposed the construction of a coco-de-mer nursery. Welcoming this idea, 

Minister Dogley noted that 2,000 coco-de-mer trees were initially planted 
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on Mahé but that this figure has presently been reduced to only 150 
palms. The penalty for poaching of coco-de-mer was reviewed by the 

National Assembly yesterday. 

Concerns were also raised regarding the vulnerability of Perseverance 
inhabitants who are only 2 metres above the projected sea level rise. 

Other demarcation areas were also pointed out, raising further concerns 
on proper management of coastal areas. After all, the eventual sea level 

rise is expected to wipe out Tuvalu, Maldives and most of Seychelles’ 
coralline islands off the map. Perhaps one of the most poignant moments 

was when 13-year old Darryl stood up and asked Ambassador Jumeau the 

following: "How can we stop the islands from drowning?”. Or it could have 
been the moment a Swiss lecturer at UniSey expressed his awe at the fact 

that “three Ministers and an Ambassador spend their Saturday afternoon 
with the youth to talk about climate change”. Despite the many questions 

left unanswered because of time shortage, SYAH ruled that the forum had 
been a fruitful exchange. 

The participants made personal pledges “to take action and make noise 

where it counts” inspired by the words of Minister Dogley and Ambassador 
Jumeau. The youth forum was certainly yet another wake-up call to the 

inevitable battle which lies ahead- the battle of survival. There is great 
hope for the outcome of the Paris conference and the momentum has 

certainly been built throughout the year leading up to the final weeks of 
the meeting. 

Earlier this year, Seychelles joined countries across the globe for the 

worldwide views survey on climate change and the preliminary results 

were presented on Saturday by Jeanette Larue from the ministry of 
Environment. The youth forum also featured presentations on climate 

change and related topics such as Ocean, Fisheries and Health of the 
nation presented by non-governmental organisation (NGO) Wise Ocean 

representative, scientist Jan Robinson and Dr. Winnie Low-Wah from the 
Seychelles Hospital respectively. These stirred further interest and 

debates for the COP 21 scheduled at the end of the year in Paris. The 
name of the official youth delegate for the Paris Conference, Lisa 

Bastienne was also announced on that day. Ms. Bastienne will be joined 
by Ms. Pouponneau and Zara Pardiwalla for the Paris meeting. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/todayinsey/photos/pcb.896855700352241/896855570352254/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/todayinsey/photos/pcb.896855700352241/896855657018912/?type=3
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Blue Economy 

Civil Society wants a voice in tuna fisheries 
management 

 

A new NGO has been created with the hope that it will act as a keystone 
in the building of the Blue Economy so that it can leverage the skills, 

dynamism and creativity of civil society. 

Contributed by Nature Seychelles 

Nature Seychelles’ Eric Blais recently returned from the 6th session of the 
Civil Society Organisation (CSO)/Private sector forum on sustainable Tuna 

Fisheries management in the South West Indian Ocean held in Mombasa, 
Kenya. The meeting was hosted by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the 

Tuna Fisheries Alliance of Kenya (TuFAK).Such meetings have been held 
annually since 2010. This is the third such meeting attended by a Nature 

Seychelles representative. 

The regional consultative forum meets with the aim of addressing the tuna 
and other marine fisheries issues, by strengthening the coordination and 

collaboration of Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) including NGOs and the 
private sector in sustainable natural resource management and 

development, thereby benefitting local communities, the respective 

countries, and the region as a whole. 

During such meetings, with the hope of influencing the management of 
tuna management in the region, participants share their experiences 

whether it's challenges and successes, while working in the fisheries 
industry in their respective countries. There were 32 participants present 

in the recent meeting,from Seychelles, Tanzania, Mozambique, 
Madagascar, Kenya and Comoros. 

In his presentation, Eric Blais outlined Nature Seychelles’ fisheries related 

work through the years, highlighting recent successes such as the Reef 
Rescuers project which has seen over five thousand square meters of 

coral reefs planted so as to restore ecosystem services to fisheries and 
other sectors. 

“They were very impressed with the work we have done to restore the 

biological functioning of coral reefs and thereby increasing fish numbers,” 

Eric Blais says. In partnership with the Seychelles Fishing Authority (SFA), 
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Nature Seychelles also recently piloted a project to improve on the design 
and functioning of protected areas such as Cousin Island Special Reserve 

so that they meet fisheries management goals. 

During the meeting, the members voted to constitute the forum as a 
registered NGO which they named SWIOTUNA, following comprehensive 

review and amendments adopted the constitution which had been drafted 
following the 5th session last year in Zanzibar. That draft had been 

developed by a task force made up of representatives from WWF, 
KUWUKA, Mwambao, Nature Seychelles and Mauritius Fishermen’s 

Cooperative Federation. 

Members were strongly in favour of registering the forum as soon as 

possible, says Eric Blais, so as to give credence to the work which they 
want to carry out. Office bearers were elected during this meeting with 

Nature Seychelles being appointed the Vice Secretary. SWIOTUNA’s 
executive committee will now work on the registration process including 

working out the most suitable host country for the forum. Members want 
SWIOTUNA to work closely with regional and international organisations 

such as WIOMSA, COI and WWF 

“I think it was a very successful meeting. Although we face different 
challenges in the fisheries sector in Seychelles compared to the other 

countries, it was still very informative to learn different approaches to 
fisheries issues from presentations of other non-state organisations in the 

region.” Eric says. “I am looking forward to the new post as Vice Secretary 
which will basically include assisting the executive committee with its 

duties including operations, meetings and records. Our hope is that soon 

we will be able to put together a regional project which we can approach 
donors with”, he concludes. 

Dr. Nirmal Jivan Shah, the chief executive officer (CEO) of Nature 

Seychelles who had attended one of the first meetings of the forum has 
enthusiastically supported Nature Seychelles' participation in the forum 

over the years . “SWIOTUNA can become a keystone in the building of the 
Blue Economy because it can leverage the skills, dynamism and creativity 

of civil society – something that seems to have been neglected in all the 
talk about the management of tuna fisheries in the Indian Ocean”, he 

says. 

   

 

https://www.facebook.com/todayinsey/photos/pcb.896850447019433/896850057019472/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/todayinsey/photos/pcb.896850447019433/896850140352797/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/todayinsey/photos/pcb.896850447019433/896850167019461/?type=3
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Climate change 

The youth pledges to take bull by the horn 

 

The Youth AIMS Hub Seychelles organised a "climate chage" tour recently 

for young professionals in a bid to drive home the message that the 
situation can be helped if people are more aware. 

Contributed by SYAH 

On Saturday 24, October, 40 students and young professionals from 

across the country embarked on a Climate Change tour organised by the 
Small Island Development States (SIDS) Youth AIMS Hub-Seychelles. 

SYAH – Seychelles is part of a regional youth organisation advocating for 
sustainable development in small island states. The aim of the tour was to 

sensitize the participants aged between 13 and 30 years old on current 

practices and technology geared towards sustainable development, as well 
as to educate them on the importance and effects of climate change on 

our small island state. 

Wind farm 
The participants gathered at 8am at the main bus terminal in Victoria. As 

the journey commenced, their excitement could be felt reverberating 
within the SPTC bus provided for the occasion. 

The first stop of the tour was the wind farm located at Ile du Port. The 

Climate change group was given the opportunity to enter the base of the 
70m high wind turbines. 

Once inside, engineers from the Public Utilities Corporation (PUC) 

explained the technical specifications governing the operation of the 
turbines such as the operating wind speed of the wind turbines which lie 

between a minimum wind speed of 3m/s to a maximum wind speed of 

23m/s. It was also interesting to learn of the active yawing technology 
used whereby a small anemometer and wind vane located at the top of 

the wind turbine electronically conveys to a controller which way to point 
the rotor so that the "yaw drive" mechanism can turn gears to point the 

rotor to face the wind. This is crucial to the operation of the turbine to 
maximize the harnessing of wind energy as the blades cannot rotate if the 

wind is hitting them from the side. Through yawing, the wind turbines are 
able to adjust their position and operate regardless of wind direction. The 

wind turbines provide for approximately 2% of our country’s total energy 
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usage and provide electricity to at least 2000 homes. This translates to a 
saving of 11% to government in terms of spending. 

Sun motors Fueled by the decarbonisation efforts demonstrated by PUC 

through the incorporation of renewable energy within our utilities sector, 
the group keenly made its way to Sun Motors at Providence Industrial 

Estate to learn how decarbonisation practices can possibly be employed 
within the transport sector. Alain Ah-Cheen, manager of Sun Motors, 

introduced the Nissan LEAF (Leading Environmentally-friendly Affordable 
Family car)to the youth. Being the world’s best-selling all-electric car, this 

five door hatchback has won numerous international awards including the 

Green Car Vision Award (2010) and World Car of the Year (2011). 
Producing no greenhouse gas emissions thus reducing our dependence on 

petroleum electric cars is paving the way forward in the automotive 
industry. As a feasibility study to determine how the LEAF would manage 

with our mountainous terrain, Mr Ah-Cheen adopted a Nissan LEAF for his 
personal use. Not only did the LEAF manage perfectly well with our terrain 

but Mr Ah-Cheen also said that he was making monetary savings of up to 
70% through the use of the green car. 

He made a comparison between a conventional car that consumes 8 litres 

of petrol per 100km and the LEAF. Assuming an average distance of 
1000km is travelled per month and a cost of SCR 18/litre, the non-hybrid 

car would consume SCR 1, 440 worth of fuel. The LEAF at full charge 
(24kWh), which takes approximately six to hours, allows it to travel about 

150 km before running out of battery. To travel 1000km/month, it would 
require 6.67 full charges which would consume 160 kWh. If the tariff rate 

lay within the bracket of 301-400 total kWh used in a month (to 

accommodate for the electric consumption of other household appliances) 
which is SCR 2.71 per unit, it would cost only SCR 434 to fuel the car for 

the month. If that wasn’t enough to sell the all-round benefits of the car, 
the participants had the opportunity to take a spin round the block in the 

LEAF and experience the power and smoothness of the car. 

Meteorological office  
In order to record climate change, meteorological services play a vital role 

and the next stop on the tour was the Seychelles National Meteorological 
Services. Chantal Bijoux of the Seychelles Met Office gave the participants 

a tour of the different instruments used to monitor the weather such as 
the Stevenson Screen, Rain Gauge, Sunshine Recorder and many more. 

The participants were also introduced to the software used to record and 
interpret the information obtained and given a chance to view the studio 

used to present the weather forecast show every evening on TV. 

Mrs. Bijoux also pointed out that Seychelles is currently experiencing its 

second El Nino event since 1998. It was stated that the frequency of this 
event is closely linked to climate change and this could also explain the 

unusual and severe weather conditions taking place these past weeks. 
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Following the hectic and informative morning, the group gathered at Anse 
Royale beach to enjoy a well-earned meal. In solidarity to SYAH’s pledge 

towards sustainable development, lunch was provided in compostable 
boxes made from sugar cane. 

Anse La Mouche beach  The last stop on the tour was the Anse La Mouche 

beach. Dr. Ashton Berry, Senior Lecturer from the University of 
Seychelles, met the group and delivered a presentation on the effects of 

climate change primarily focusing on coastal areas. He spoke of the 
importance of the beach ecosystem and management techniques that can 

be employed to protect the dynamic movement of beaches. Dr. Berry 

acknowledged the positive steps taken by the nation as a whole with 
regards to coastal management and beach protection. Although there still 

remains a lot to be done, he was confident that strides in this positive 
direction would continue especially after seeing the devotion and interest 

emanating from the tour group. 

As tribute to this dedication, upon concluding the tour the participants 
worked as groups to produce pledges of how they would proceed and 

continue to tackle the global problem of climate change. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/todayinsey/photos/pcb.896853200352491/896852923685852/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/todayinsey/photos/pcb.896853200352491/896852917019186/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/todayinsey/photos/pcb.896853200352491/896852823685862/?type=3
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Biodiversité 

 

 

 

Why this is important 

Declaration from the WIOMSA Scientific Community to 
the UNFCCC COP21 
 
30 October 2015, Port Edward, South Africa 

 
We, a community of 500 coastal and marine scientists working in the 

Western Indian Ocean, meeting at the 9th biennial Scientific Symposium 

of the Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association 
(www.wiomsa.org) make this Declaration to the 21st COP of the UNFCCC 

and to the global community, to call for decisive action on climate change 
by the world’s political and business leaders. 

1. OUR CONTEXT: Over the millennia, the peoples of the Western Indian 
Ocean region have developed a diversity of cultures characterized by a 

strong link to the sea, influenced by ocean currents and winds. We have a 
rich history of trade and cultural exchange across the Indian Ocean. 

Today, the marine and coastal environment of the Indian Ocean continues 
to play an important role in our cultures. We benefit from a range of 

ecosystem services from its habitats including many types of fisheries, 
building materials and fuels, coastal protection, as well as recreation and 

tourism. Together these contribute to the livelihoods and well-being of 
millions of people in our region. Many of our ecosystems contribute 

directly to global sequestration of carbon. 

As an association of inter-disciplinary scientists, we recognize that humans 
are an integral part of natural ecosystems but we also observe how our 

activities affect and modify these ecosystems. Our region starts the 21st 
century with a youthful and growing population, and it is our wish to 

bequeath to our children a world in which our maritime cultures and 
marine ecosystem-based livelihoods will continue to thrive and prosper. 

2. THE PROBLEM: According to the 2015 State of the Coast Report for the 
WIO region, which was approved by the 8th Meeting of the Contracting 

Parties to the Nairobi Convention of the Western Indian Ocean, the 
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region is facing significant challenges regarding the sustainability of its 
marine and coastal environments. These include many regional and local 

challenges, which our national and regional institutions are actively 
engaged in addressing. But crucially, we also face critical challenges that 

derive from global greenhouse gas emissions and the resultant effects of 
climate change. These challenges can only be overcome through global 

cooperation and international action. 
We, the marine science community of the Western Indian Ocean, bear 

witness to the following: 

 Declining provision of ecosystem services resulting from changes in 

species distributions and biology, including declines in key resource 
species and increasingly impoverished corals, seagrasses, and 

mangroves, which are the foundation of coastal ecosystems; 
 An increase in destructive weather patterns including severe storms 

and rainfall, and warming temperatures. These have impacts on 
human communities, the burden of which is borne 

disproportionately by the poor, while our governments struggle to 
find the capacity to manage these impacts; 

 Globally, 2015 has been the hottest year on record, and our coral 
reefs will be exposed to the third global coral bleaching event in 

early 2016. Warming oceans, as a result of climate change, 

represent a significant threat to our coastal communities. 

3. CLIMATE CHANGE is perhaps the most significant global challenge of 
the 21st century given how pervasive its effects are likely to be. It has 

been measured and documented by scientists from across the globe, and 
in almost every ecosystem, and its effects are already observed and 

experienced by ordinary people the world over. The global scientific 
community is taking a prominent role in not only improving our 

understanding of these phenomena, but of communicating this 
understanding to policy makers and the general public, not least through 

the work of the IPCC. The ‘Our Common Future under Climate Change’ 

scientific conference of July 2015 provided an opportunity for scientists to 
collectively update and agree on their core message on the eve of this 

COP 21 of the UNFCCC. 
Building on this, our message is that greenhouse gas emissions and 

climate change have already affected the marine ecosystems that are so 
important to the people of our region. In fact, some ecosystems, and their 

associated social systems in this region are approaching a threshold 
beyond which changes may be irreversible. We are profoundly concerned 

by the changes 
we have collectively observed and by the likely proliferation of impacts on 

ecosystem structure and function in the future. Even more, we are 
concerned that climate impacts will undermine individual and family 

aspirations for a better life, and will undo attempts to achieve sustainable 
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development and improve 
human well-being in the nations of the Western Indian Ocean. 

4. THE UNFCCC COP 21 has the potential to be a watershed event 
affecting the future of our planet’s ecology, and for human society. We 

therefore call upon the delegates to COP21, and their respective 
governments, to realize that potential and to reduce our collective 

dependence on industries and activities that emit greenhouse gases and 
to significantly increase investment in the green/blue economy. Inspired 

leadership and creative solutions are urgently needed. But while there is 
much to be concerned about, there is also great hope and there is still 

opportunity. 

"You must be the change you want to see in the world" (Gandhi) 
On behalf of WIOMSA, the entire Western Indian Ocean Scientific 

Community and the friends of WIO region. 
SIGN THIS PETITION 

 
Posted November 8, 2015  
https://secure.avaaz.org/en/petition/UNFCCC_COP21_Paris_2015_Call_for

_decisive_action_on_climate_change_from_WIO_scientist_community_2/?

egQaTbb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://secure.avaaz.org/en/petition/UNFCCC_COP21_Paris_2015_Call_for_decisive_action_on_climate_change_from_WIO_scientist_community_2/?egQaTbb
https://secure.avaaz.org/en/petition/UNFCCC_COP21_Paris_2015_Call_for_decisive_action_on_climate_change_from_WIO_scientist_community_2/?egQaTbb
https://secure.avaaz.org/en/petition/UNFCCC_COP21_Paris_2015_Call_for_decisive_action_on_climate_change_from_WIO_scientist_community_2/?egQaTbb
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Energie Renouvelable 

 

 

 

Partners discuss La Digue’s sustainable energy goals 

09-November-2015  

Stakeholders in the Seychelles energy and climate change sector recently 
convened on La Digue in relation to two initiatives aimed at promoting the 

vision of the island as the world’s eco capital. 

They discussed the island’s sustainable energy goals and strategy and 
viewed progress of the La Digue school’s sustainability project. 

Partners included the Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate 
Change, the Seychelles Energy Commission, UNDP-GEF, the Clinton 

Climate Initiative, the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC), the European 
Union (EU), the Public Utilities Corporation (PUC), Sustainability for 

Seychelles and La Digue school. 

In the morning stakeholders met in the La Digue community centre 
for  presentation and discussions on the draft of La Digue’s Renewable 

Energy and Energy Efficiency Strategy. This strategy, funded by the IOC 
and the EU, focuses on identifying opportunities for renewable energy 

generation on La Digue and facilitating stakeholder consensus and 

engagement around this strategy. 

Andrew Jean-Louis presented the draft plan to the audience which is still 
open for discussions and suggestions. 
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In his speech for the occasion the Minister for Environment, Energy and 
Climate Change Didier Dogley said La Digue is a place where one can walk 

freely on the road without being hindered by passing vehicles. And the 
president’s vision of La Digue becoming the eco capital of the world means 

the island becoming a model for the world where renewable energy 

efficiency takes the lead on everything else. 

And since then his ministry, helped by IOC and the EU, has been looking 
at different concepts and models but a very organised plan is still to be 

forwarded. During a previous workshop, everybody got the chance to have 
their input in that draft strategy. 

“Everybody made comments, contributions so that we get the best for La 
Digue,” Minister Dogley said. 

He mentioned other plans for La Digue in the renewable and energy 

efficiency fields like a waste management plant, a centralised sewage 
system and a 5- megawatt plant. 

There was also a presentation by the EU/IOC representative Lamberto 
Orilia from Programme ENERIES. 

In the afternoon, partners of the La Digue school sustainability project 

met to celebrate the school’s progress towards becoming a fully 
sustainable school. 

La Digue school has been working with all stakeholders to develop a whole 
school approach to sustainability including renewable energy generation, 

resource efficiency sustainable waste management and environmental 
education. 

The afternoon included a tour of the school’s sustainability initiatives, tree 

planting and donation of a solar PV panel of 4kw by company Sunergy and 
accepted by head teacher Michel Madeleine and a student from La Digue 

secondary school. The trees, Bois de Natte and Bois de Renette, were 
donated by the Seychelles National Parks Authority (SNPA). 
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In a short address for the occasion, Minister Dogley said one of the ways 

to do things for the future of this planet is looking at renewable energy 
and also to start with the schools. And regarding the solar panels donated 

to the school, the minister described it as a means where pupils can learn 
about technology. 

“Let’s put all the energy that we have to ensure that La Digue becomes 
the eco-capital of the world,” said Minister Dogley. 

Head teacher Madeleine made a brief overview of the school’s 

sustainability project and added his school remains committed to making 
La Digue the eco capital of the world. 

Ian Collie, deputy head teacher, also gave a brief summary of La Digue 
school’s sustainability project: 

“We have already started installing our solar panels as you can see on the 

roof, water harvesting tanks, segregated the school’s waste in various 
ways, composting which can be used for planting of flowers around the 

school campus and being more efficient in electricity usage by using LED 

bulbs. La Digue school needs altogether 13KW energy from the solar 
panels which will reduce its electricity bill by 80 %.” 

There was a small present to the head teacher from Minister Dogley. 

   

http://www.nation.sc/article.html?id=247417 

 

 

http://www.nation.sc/article.html?id=247417
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Pêche 

 

Why Machachari’s Baha And Avril Are About To Eat A Lot 

Of Fish 

November 12, 2015 By Samora Samorai  

  

 

Avril, Baha of the Machachari Tv program and Harambee stars’ striker, 

Paul Were, are planning to change your diet soon courtesy of Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 

The three entertainment personalities will be pushing an agenda for 

wholesome living in a campaign called ‘Eat Fish For A Better Life’. 

This TV and Radio Campaigns have been supported by the EU funded – 

Indian Ocean Commission Smart Fish Programme (co-implemented by 

UNFAO – the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations) in 

collaboration with the Government of Kenya. 

The TV infomercial will officially start to air on the 21st of November 2015 

(world fisheries day) on KTN and NTV while the radio Ad will be heard on 

Q Fm. 

http://niaje.com/author/samora/
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The “Eat fish for a better life” TV ad sees 3 celebrities; a Musician (Avril) 

and Footballer (Paul Were) in their daily work routine; Avril in the studio 

recording a track and Were on the training ground preparing for the next 

match. 

The clock strikes lunchtime and they quickly leave whatever they are 

doing to rush over to their favourite Fish restaurant where an eager Baha 

is waiting for them as is the norm because he understands that his 

favourite musician and footballer have one thing in common, they both 

know the importance of that fish. 

The radio Ad has 1fm radio presenter and MC Paul Mbuvi play as the voice 

of a journalist interviewing both Avril and Were who cut the interview shot 

because the interview is eating into their “eat fish” time. 

The Indian Ocean Commission SmartFish Programme is funded by the 

European Union and is one of the largest Programmes for fisheries in 

Africa. It has 20 beneficiary countries. 

http://niaje.com/why-machacharis-baha-and-avril-are-about-to-eat-a-lot-

of-fish/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://niaje.com/why-machacharis-baha-and-avril-are-about-to-eat-a-lot-of-fish/
http://niaje.com/why-machacharis-baha-and-avril-are-about-to-eat-a-lot-of-fish/
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Celebrities push fish eating campaign 

November 11, 2015 

 

 
Harambee stars striker and footballer Paul Were, singer Avril and actor 
Baha 

BY GRACE KERONGO 

Three entertainment personalities will be pushing an agenda for 
wholesome living in a campaign called ‘Eat Fish For A Better Life’. 

Musician Avril, actor Baha and Harambee Stars striker and footballer Paul 

Were will spearhead this remarkable never done before expedition. 

The campaign aims to promote the consumption of local fish and remind 

the public not only of the tasty delicacy fish is but also its importance for 
our health and growth. 

The TV and radio campaigns have been supported by the EU funded-

Indian Ocean Commission SmartFish Programme (co-implemented by 

UNFAO, the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations) in 
collaboration with the Government of Kenya. 

The TV infomercial will officially start to air on November 21 which is the 

World Fisheries Day. 

http://www.the-star.co.ke/
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The TV advert will see the three celebrities in their daily work routine; 
Avril in the studio recording a track and Were on the training ground 

preparing for the next match. 

The clock strikes lunchtime and they quickly leave whatever they are 
doing to rush over to their favourite Fish restaurant where an eager Baha 

is waiting for them as is the norm because he understands that his 

favourite musician and footballer have one thing in common — they both 
know the importance of fish. 

  

http://www.the-star.co.ke/news/celebrities-push-fish-eating-campaign 

 

 

Avril And Machachari's Baha Spotted Together. What Were They 

Up To?  

10 November 2015 Written by Sue Watiri  

Well, these are two people you are unlikely to see hanging out together 

due to their age difference, but they come together for a special cause. 

The two and Harambee stars striker Paul Were spear-head a remarkable 

never done before expedition, the "Eat Fish for a better life" campaign. 

This TV and Radio Campaign have been supported by the EU funded - 

Indian Ocean Commission SmartFish Programme (co-implemented by 

UNFAO - the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations) in 

collaboration with the Government of Kenya. The TV infomercial will 

officially start to air on the 21st of November 2015 (world fisheries day) 

on KTN and NTV while the radio Ad will be heard on Q Fm. 

http://www.the-star.co.ke/news/celebrities-push-fish-eating-campaign


 
  
 

29 

 
                       Revue de presse de la COI produite par le centre de documentation 
 

The "Eat fish for a better life" campaign aims to promote the consumption 

of local fish and remind the public not only of the tasty delicacy fish is but 

also its importance for our health and growth. 

The "Eat fish for a better life" TV ad sees 3 celebrities; a Musician (Avril) 

and Footballer (Paul Were) in their daily work routine; Avril in the studio 

recording a track and Were on the training ground preparing for the next 

match. The clock strikes lunchtime and they quickly leave whatever they 

are doing to rush over to their favourite Fish restaurant where an eager 

Baha is waiting for them as is the norm because he understands that his 

favourite musician and footballer have one thing in common, they both 

know the importance of that fish. 

The radio Ad has 1fm radio presenter and MC Paul Mbuvi play as the voice 

of a journalist interviewing both Avril and Were who cut the interview shot 

because the interview is eating into their “eat fish” time. 

http://www.ghafla.co.ke/blogs/music/4234-avril-and-machachari-s-baha-

spotted-together-what-were-they-up-to 

 

http://www.ghafla.co.ke/blogs/music/4234-avril-and-machachari-s-baha-spotted-together-what-were-they-up-to
http://www.ghafla.co.ke/blogs/music/4234-avril-and-machachari-s-baha-spotted-together-what-were-they-up-to
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Economie 

 

Seychelles islands woo African businesses to become 

hub for African trade 

November 12, 2015 

 

Products of a Seychellois owned company Amirante Fisheries made from 

by-catch from the tuna canning industry. The owner of the business has 

started to network with African countries to promote the exportation of 

the different processed fish products. (Patrick Joubert, Seychelles News 

Agency)   

 (Seychelles News Agency) - In spite of being small in size compared to 

other African countries, Seychelles an archipelago in the western Indian 

Ocean is aiming to become the hub for trade between African countries. 

The island nation wants to emulate countries like Singapore which is today 

the centre in Asia for trading in commodities globally. 

After taking steps to promote the blue economy concept on the 

international scene, Seychelles is now looking at bringing African nations 

together through trade. 

Speaking to the press at a meeting dubbed the ‘African Prosperity 

conference’ that is being hosted by the island nation since Tuesday, the 

Chairman of the Seychelles Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 

(SCCI) Marco Francis called for greater partnership between African 

nations. 

http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/
http://www.iesingapore.gov.sg/Trade-From-Singapore/Overview
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/3598/Research+on+the+blue+economy+gains+momentum+as+Australia+and+Seychelles+ocean-oriented+research+institutes+forge+partnerships
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/3598/Research+on+the+blue+economy+gains+momentum+as+Australia+and+Seychelles+ocean-oriented+research+institutes+forge+partnerships
http://www.pacci.org/index.php/news-events/pacci-news/item/362-africanprosperityconference
http://www.pacci.org/index.php/news-events/pacci-news/item/362-africanprosperityconference
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"I have travelled to many parts of Africa. Africa has some very good 

structures to do business. African businessmen have the same vision as 

we do, they want to do business and they want to expand. Let’s partner 

together.” 

Francis noted that today trade between African countries stands at only 

16 percent while the majority of the continent’s imports are from 

European and Asian countries. 

As part of efforts to boost regional trade, leaders from 26 African 

countries joined together in June this year to sign an ambitious 

declaration in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt to establish a wide-reaching free-

trade zone across almost the entire eastern half of the African continent. 

The Tripartite Free Trade Agreement (TFTA), which incorporates member 

countries from the East African Community (EAC), the Common Market 

for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) and the Southern African 

Development Community (SADC), will stretch from the southernmost tip 

of the continent to the northernmost country of Egypt. 

Seychelles was also among the countries that signed the agreement which 

is aiming to ease trade between African nations. 

In the case of the Indian Ocean archipelago for example, the biggest 

trading partner is France, with trade figures amounting to just under a 

billion Seychelles rupees ($76 million) of imports and SCR 1.6 billion 

($127 million) of exports in 2012. 

Although Seychelles regional imports to COMESA, SADC and the Indian 

Ocean Commission (IOC) totalled a substantial 2.8 billion Seychelles 

rupees ($214 million) in 2012, this was offset by weak reciprocal exports 

of only SCR50.2 million ($3.8 million) with Seychelles’ regional neighbours 

in 2012, indicating that much more can still be done to promote the 

exportation of Seychelles’ goods to other African countries. 

  

SCCI Chairman Marco Francis addressing delegates at the Conference on 

http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/3121/A+boost+for+struggling+African+regional+%3Cb%3Etrade%3C/b%3E+Seychelles+signs+up+for+Tripartite+Free+%3Cb%3ETrade%3C/b%3E+Agreement
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/3121/A+boost+for+struggling+African+regional+%3Cb%3Etrade%3C/b%3E+Seychelles+signs+up+for+Tripartite+Free+%3Cb%3ETrade%3C/b%3E+Agreement
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/3121/A+boost+for+struggling+African+regional+%3Cb%3Etrade%3C/b%3E+Seychelles+signs+up+for+Tripartite+Free+%3Cb%3ETrade%3C/b%3E+Agreement
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Tuesday. (Joena Bonnelame, Seychelles News Agency) Photo License: CC-BY 

Francis noted that some of the goods that African countries are buying 

from European and Asian countries are readily available on the African 

continent adding that not buying directly from those neighbouring 

countries means more money is being spent. 

“We need to remove all of those barriers. Some of the barriers are air 

access, vessel infrastructure to transport containers etc..These are what 

we need to develop to make it easier to import within Africa instead of 

other countries,” explains Francis. 

Another barrier impeding cross-border trade between African countries 

relates to prohibitive visa rules and air links that often restrict the 

movement of businessmen to establish partnerships in neighbouring 

states. The subject has been proposed to the African Union (AU) and 

further to that the conference will feature discussions on the matter with 

the organisation. 

“We believe that through trade Africa can be united because 

through trade we are speaking the same language. Trade does not 

include ethnicity, religion and race division; in trade there is only one 

language; profitability,” added Francis. 

The president of the Tanzanian Chamber of Commerce, Industry and 

Agriculture, Peter Chisawillo, says he is fascinated by the speed of 

Seychelles' economic growth and is keen to look into areas of cooperation 

between the two countries. 

“I see great business opportunities in Seychelles, for example tourism. In 

my country people do not recognise Seychelles as tourism destination,” 

says Chisawillo adding that exploiting and retaining wealth is also key for 

the development of the African continent. 

SNA also spoke to a local businessman James Lesperance, owner of 

Amirantes Fisheries, about how he sees trade with Africa. 

“Africa has a lot of potential. I have already started to do business with 

some Africa countries within my fish processing company. My target is to 

offer them a more competitive price compared to other Asian markets. All 

African countries have their riches but we need to cut the processing and 

transportation costs, so as to facilitate the trading process,” says 

Lesperance.  

http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/buy_prints#attribution
http://www.au.int/
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The Africa Prosperity Conference has been an opportunity for Seychelles 

businessmen to establish links with other African countries at the same time 

allowed other African nations to network with one another. (Joena Bonnelame, 

Seychelles News Agency) Photo License: CC-BY 

The Africa Prosperity Conference which is coming to an end today is 

being organized under the umbrella of Pan African Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry (PACCI). This is a network of 34 national 

chambers of commerce of Africa established in 2009. 

Participants of the conference also include organisations such as the PTA 

Bank, the Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA), and 

regional organisations such as the African Union Commission. 

The conference has focussed mainly on exploring and growing potential 

exports from African countries while ensuring that there is access to 

essential information on the Continental Free Trade Area.  

http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/4065/Seychelles+islands

+woo+African+businesses+to+become+hub+for+African+trade 

 

http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/buy_prints#attribution
http://www.pacci.org/index.php/news-events/pacci-news/item/362-africanprosperityconference
http://www.pacci.org/index.php/news-events/pacci-news/item/362-africanprosperityconference
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/4065/Seychelles+islands+woo+African+businesses+to+become+hub+for+African+trade
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/4065/Seychelles+islands+woo+African+businesses+to+become+hub+for+African+trade

